Anaphylaxis to calcitonin.
The calcitonin is an hormone produced by the thyroid gland C cells. The salmon calcitonin is used in some osteomuscular diseases. There are few references of allergic reaction to this hormone. We introduce a case of a sixty years old woman with several previous episodes of rhinitis, conjunctivitis and perspiration immediately after the administration of salmon calcitonin with nasal spray or intramuscular administration (Calsynar). There were some temporal periods of good tolerance between these episodes. Skin prick test (SPT), nasal and intramuscular challenge test with commercial salmon calcitonin (Miacalcic) were performed. Leukocyte histamine release test with salmon calcitonin and serum tryptase levels at baseline and after intramuscular challenge test were performed. The patient skin prick test with commercial calcitonin (Miacalcic. 50 UI/ml) was positive and negative in controls. The nasal challenge test with a calcitonin nasal spray, up to 150 UI, was negative. The intramuscular challenge test with 25 UI of Miacalcic was positive with an immediate anaphylactic reaction. Whole blood histamine release studies were negative. Serum tryptase levels after intramuscular challenge did not increase significantly with regard to the basal levels. We have introduced a case of anaphylaxis by calcitonin that suggest an IgE mediated hypersensitivity reaction.